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Knoxdale Community School Council (KCSC) 
Meeting Minutes - DRAFT 

June 3, 2014 !
Please visit our website at www.knoxdaleps.ocdsb.ca
 Please contact the KCSC at knoxdalecouncil@gmail.com !
Chair: Bruce Linton 
Vice-Chair: Janet Cameron 
Secretary: Karyn Curtis 
Treasurer:Peter Goold 
Attendees: Martina Sherwood, Bruce Linton, Janet Cameron, Karyn Curtis, Peter Goold, Linda 
Arena-Glenn,  Heather Gordon, Torie DelGrosso, Jean-Paul Larochette, Tom MacLean, Melanie 
Haskins, Megan Sproule-Jones, Darclee Ziegler, Andrea Williams, Beth Williamson, Carmen 
Parsons, Cynthia Mar, Aaron Corbett, Jen McGregor, Robin Wright !
Call to Order – Bruce LInton 
Bruce called the meeting to order. !
Approval of May Minutes – Bruce Linton  
The May minutes were passed. Motion to approve: Melanie Haskins, seconded: Janet Cameron !
Further to the plea for parents to fill vacant volunteer positions, several have offered their 
assistance. We now have two people to run Movie Night, and several have expressed interest in 
Subway, Pizza and Family fun Picnic, although these are not yet confirmed. Thank you all for 
stepping up! !
If you are interested in helping out, in any way, please email Council. Although the title of 
“Coordinator” may sound daunting, the job can be shared, all functions have support from others, 
and much of the work can be done from home. It is a very rewarding and fun way to be involved in 
your child’s school community! !
Principal’s Report – Martina Sherwood 
Martina presented the following Principal’s Report: !
Planning continues for next year. This includes staffing. Our class organization is planned at this 
point, keeping in mind that things can always change… currently we are looking at 25 classes. This 
includes our 5 Full Day Kindergarten classes!  We have a newsletter going home next week and at 
that time we will post the draft school organization for September – keeping in mind that change is 
always possible.  !
This week we will continue to hire for teaching positions. !
Welcome to Mike Martin!  Mike joins our team as Chief Custodian, effective June 2.  He has lots of 
Chief experience and is excited to be with us. Cody Wagenblass returns to his Evening Lead Hand 
position at our site. Cody has done a remarkable job in his time as Acting Chief and we have been 
deeply appreciative of his leadership. !
Class lists for next year are in progress. Due to the potential for changes in staffing and enrolment 
over the summer students will receive class placements the first day of school in September. !
As part of our planning for next year, School Fees are being discussed as a school team. A draft is 
being shared with you tonight for feedback – very little changes.  !
We held our JK/SK info night on May 15.  It was an evening that was very well-attended. On this 
evening we invited parents to come back for an orientation session with their child. These sessions 
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will take place June 10 and 11 and allow us to meet with our new little Eagles and their families 
individually and get to know them.  !
Volunteer Appreciation was held on May 8. This event brought many parents, grandparents and 
community members into our school and we didn’t ask them to do any work!   !
Finally, a huge thank you to School Council for all of the support and involvement.  Over the past 
six years I have looked forward to the first Tuesday of every month in the library and have had the 
opportunity to work with so many incredible people. It is incredible to work with a group of people 
who share a common goal of doing what’s best for our Knoxdale students. I will be sharing the 
following with the community in the newsletter that we are sending out next week:  !
Dear Knoxdale Community – I have had the incredible privilege of being Principal at Knoxdale 
Public School for the past six years.  In my time at Knoxdale I have seen children grow up and 
become young adults and I have welcomed students to their first day of school who I met as 
newborns.  It has been an incredible journey. As much as we have made great progress in the past 
6 years in so many areas, the heart of Knoxdale has remained the same. Our school is a place 
where children grow, learn, flourish, take risks and feel safe. Over the years we have welcomed 
many visitors into our school and we are often told that Knoxdale just feels like a special place. It is 
the people who make Knoxdale so special. Our teaching team is dedicated and always working 
together to create the best possible learning environment and opportunities for kids. Our support 
staff is always there for our kids, meeting their individual needs and caring. Our parents and 
guardians are wonderful partners for us and we deeply appreciate the support they provide to our 
School Team as well all work together towards the common goal of doing what’s best for our kids.  
The students are, of course, the heart of our school. I have enjoyed learning and laughing with 
them and will miss them very much. Together, we are an amazing community and I thank you for 
allowing me to be a part of it.  !
Vice-Principal’s Report – Andrea Williams 
Critical thinking has formed a large part of our school improvement plan throughout the year. We 
will be doing a post-assessment to determine the best way forward.  !
We have applied for funding for university student tutors in classrooms. We will also be 
participating in the Empower Reading Program (http://www.sickkids.ca/LDRP/Empower-Reading/
index.html), a reading remediation program designed to help struggling readers. One trained 
teacher will deliver the program for Grades 3-5. !
EQAO testing was completed over a three-day period in May, and went well. EQAO results provide 
one piece of information that helps to inform our overall picture of student learning. !
The Tell Them From Me survey has been completed. There was a low rate of parent response (9%) 
to the survey. !
Our Track and Field Day was a great success, with lots of parents and teachers helping to make it 
a fun event. Regionals will be held on June 12. !
We held a character assembly in mid-May, at which Mme. Zarecki’s class presented a cheque to 
former Knoxdale VP Christopher Wereley – now VP at Pinecrest Public School – as part of our 
Kids Helping Kids initiative. Knoxdale students raised funds through popcorn sales to help out a 
local school in need in this very worthwhile project. !
Our Grade 6 classes had an excellent outdoor education field trip in May, with an excursion to the 
Bonnenfant Y Outdoor Education and Leadership Centre in Dunrobin. (http://www.ymcaywca.ca/
locations/Bonnenfant+Y+Outdoor+Education+and+Leadership+Centre/). Students (and some 
parents!) took part in rock-climbing, teambuilding and orienteering exercises (parents also learned 
how to survive in the woods without coffee.) The Y counsellors were first-rate, the learning 
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opportunities were many and varied, and the laughs were frequent. Many thanks to the parent 
volunteers who helped make this such a successful day! !
Teacher’s Report  – Aaron Corbett 
The Track meet was an amazing success! Aaron mentioned that this was his first such meet where 
so many parents and community members helped to run the event, and with such great results. 
Well done, all! !
The Butterfly Garden is almost finished. Mme. Muller sends a “big, big, big” thank you to all who 
helped make this possible! !
Three of our chicks have hatched, and more are expected to hatch any day.  !
Grade 4 and 5 classes will be going to Upper Canada Village soon. As well, on June 26, Mme. 
Muller and M. Campbell’s classes will be visiting Centrepointe Park. !
Mme. Kennedy thanks all for the Scientists in School assistance! !
We will be getting iPads soon! Each classroom will have one iPad. Projectors with AppleTV are 
being mounted in classrooms; the chalets will use the media carts. We have had an expert working 
with staff all week showing them how to use this technology. All students will have access to a 
Google app, so they can login, work on projects at home, show their parents their work from class, 
etc. The possibilities for learning and creativity are huge and we are looking forward to using these 
very cool tools. 
   
Representatives from the Board and Eco Schools Ontario were here last week making a 
determination as to Knoxdale’s status. We are aiming for Gold certification. News on the decision 
with be forthcoming. !
We raised $1,626 through water bottle sales, which will be donated to Free the Children. 
Congratulations to all who participated in this initiative! !
Treasurer’s Report – Peter Goold  

 

Treasurer's Report -May 2014

Prepared June 3 2014

Opening Balance - May 1, 2014 $34,258.52

Deposits

OCDSB Grant $500.00

Pizza $44.00 

Total Deposits $544.00

Expenses

Picnic $1,300.00

Pizza $1,231.00 

Total Expenses $2,531.00

Closing Balance May 30 2014 $32,271.52
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!
Peter presented the budget, which will be available on the Council website. Motion to approve: 
Melanie Haskins; seconded: Torie DelGrosso. !
It was agreed that Council would give a percentage (yet to be determined) of funds to a school in 
need, rather than determining a given amount each year. The donation will be made to Pinecrest 
Public School. !
There was a discussion on how to better plan and reflect money spent on various priority areas, 
e.g., arts, science, etc. Bruce suggested we set specific targets for different areas, then forecast 
and report on results. Martina explained that we generally strive to do this, albeit in a less 
formalized fashion, and to honour the guiding principle of fairness. !
It was reiterated that we would set aside money to replace the play structure in the front yard in the 
next few years. It was agreed that the Kindergarten team, and their students, would be consulted. 
The possibility of pursuing targeting fundraising for this project was also discussed. !
OCASC Report – No OCASC report was presented; however, the following was provided 
later by email: 
Discussion in regard to all School Service Providers to submit Police Reference checks.  Ottawa 
Board of Education only requires employees with regular contact with children have a Police 
reference check.  Information from another board with Police Reference checks !
Toronto District School Board 

• School Service Provider (example photocopy technician) must provide Police Reference 
checks for employees that may have contact with children 

• Included in Service Provider Contract Terms 
• Contractor submits to TDSB list of workers that have had a police reference check 
• Police Reference check is valid for 5 years 
• Annual Defence Declaration by Service Provider (not been charged or convicted of a crime) !

Picnic – Jean-Paul Larochette 
The Family Fun Picnic is fast approaching and will be held on Friday, June 13, 2014, rain or shine.  
Final preparations are going well. We are getting chairs and tables to set up. A list of volunteers 
and assigned jobs has been sent out to all volunteers. We have great parent support! There will be 
a Volunteer Table, with information on how to help out with Council functions, and the various roles 
and initiatives. It was agreed to provide a $500 float for the Picnic.  Motion to approve: Carmen 
Parsons; seconded: Melanie Haskins  !
Open Forum 
Heather Gordon and Jen McGregor will be running Movie Nights in the coming school year – thank 
you, ladies! The proposed nights are November 28, February 6 and April 17.  !
There may be a KnoxNotes before the end of school – still to be determined.  !
The name tags are in and will be worn with pride at the Picnic☺  !
If you park on Bellman for more than three hours, you may be ticketed. Some parent volunteers 
parked on Bellman during the Track and Field meet found an unwelcome surprise on returning to 
their cars. You have been warned! !
Jean-Paul asked that people take pictures during the picnic and email them to Council. Discussions 
around the Council website will continue. It is more up-to-date than before but could still use some 
help. As it is housed on the Knoxdale website, only the Principal may post material, sent by 

1. Bank fees and interest are reported with a 1-month delay.
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Council, which is rather cumbersome. Possibly Council could have its own website, with a link from 
the Knoxdale site. We will further pursue ways to enhance the Council website in the Fall. !
Linda Arena-Glenn and Melanie Haskins each said a few words attesting to Martina’s leadership, 
creativity, positive and caring attitude and unrelenting commitment to doing what’s right for our 
children. After all eyes were dried, cake was served and Council members thanked Martina 
individually for her dedication and hard work. Thank you, Martina – we will miss you! !
Next meeting to be held on Tuesday, September 16, 2014, @ 7:00 p.m. in the Knoxdale Library. !
Have a great summer!  !!!!!!!!!!
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